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SUMMER FORAGE

Speedan®
Forage Sorghum

Speedan® is a Sudan x Sudan forage sorghum. It has
been selected as a fast maturing, high quality sorghum
suitable for sheep and cattle. Speedan® is well suited
to dryland or irrigated environments and has the
potential to produce large amounts of dry matter
during the summer and autumn period.
Lower prussic acid levels
Fine stemmed Sudan x Sudan forage sorghum hybrid
Quick regrowth after initial cutting/grazing
Thin leaves and stems making it ideal for hay
production and grazing
» Ideal cutting height 1-1.5m

»
»
»
»

ON FARM RESULTS
Paul Barnett took his chance and sowed 40 hectares of
the new Speedan®, after his Mondrook farm received 25
mm of rain in late November 2019.
True to its name, the Speedan® was up to 750 mm in
height and being grazed within five weeks. Not only
that, but the Speedan® was also outperforming his usual
sorghum feed in terms of leaf area and resilience.
The following autumn, Mr Barnett conserved 1000
round bales of Speedan® silage, plus grazed it every
day.
“I’ll certainly be looking to grow Speedan® again next
spring on my lighter country because it did so well
there, even in the tough conditions.”
Paul Barnett, Mondrook, NSW

Product Profile
Leaf/Stem Ratio

Excellent

Days to flowering

60-65

Seeds per kg

60,00-70,000

Regrowth

Very strong

Early Vigour

Very strong

Dry matter

Excellent in full year system

Soil Temp

16°C-18°C

Tillering

Excellent

Prussic Acid

Low
Marginal dryland (300mm-450mm): 2-4 kg/ha

Speedan® establishing in Mt Seaview in NSW
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Seeding Rate

Dryland (450mm-650mm): 5-8 kg/ha
Irrigation (800mm+): 10-20 kg/ha

SUMMER FORAGE

FeedEx
Forage Sorghum

FeedEx is a hybrid forage sorghum that has the ability
to produce large quantities of feed, hay or silage for
the grower, with a minimal amount of management.
For optimum quality and quantity, ensure the crop
is well fertilised and is grazed or cut when it reaches
650 mm to 1200 mm.
» Quickly produces large quantities of feed
» Multi purpose variety suited to grazing, silage or 		
hay production
» Higher protein levels than millet, increasing 		
animal performance
» Fine stem suitable for hay or silage

Product Profile
Leaf/Stem Ratio

Very good

Digestibility

Excellent if grazed from 650-1200 mm in height

Days to flowering

76 days

Seeds per kg

~44,000

Regrowth

Very strong

Early Vigour

Very strong

Protein

Excellent when grazed at 1 m high

Dry matter

Excellent on a whole year basis

Soil Temp

16°C – 18°C for sowing

Tillering

Very high

Prussic Acid

Similar to other sorghum x sudan grasses

ON FARM RESULTS
“I wouldn’t use any other sorghum in my paddocks
any more after using FeedEx. The cattle love it!
Although we don’t perform any weight checks on
the cows, it’s evident that the cattle put on plenty
of weight with it, they look and are extremely
healthy with a shiny coat – they haven’t looked
this good with other sorghums we’ve used in the
past.” - Barbara Rees, Nelson Plains NSW

Dryland (300mm-450mm): 4-6 kg/ha,
Seeding Rate

Good Dryland (450mm-650mm): 6-10 kg/ha,
High rainfall (650mm+): 15-25 kg/ha,
Irrigation (800mm+): 25 kg/ha

Need advice, quality & value - you need AusWest Seeds
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SUMMER FORAGE

BMR Fuel®
Forage Sorghum

BMR Fuel® is the perfect sorghum for silage and hay
production. It offers high dry matter yields combined with
the Brown Mid Rib (BMR) gene for lower lignin (indigestible
fibre), therefore improving the overall quality of the crop.
BMR Fuel® is a better option than millet where rotational
grazing is an option due to its higher water use efficiency,
making it more profitable per kilogram of dry matter
produced.
»
»
»
»

An early maturing BMR sorghum x sudan hybrid
Fast establishing
Excellent regrowth
Suited to intensive grazing systems and silage
production

ON FARM RESULTS
Troy Alexander from Finley in the NSW Southern
Riverina trialled BMR Fuel® alongside a current
market leading variety and found it was 7 days
quicker to grazing than the current variety he was
using. Both varieties were sown in the first week
of November (2014) and grazed from the second
week of December. Troy commented that “given
the BMR Fuel® reached grazing 7 days earlier I
would be able to get a 5th grazing out of it by the
end of the season”.

Product Profile
Leaf/stem ratio

Very good

Digestibility

Optimum if grazed from 650mm-1000mm in height

Days to flowering

75

Seeds per kg

Approx 32,000

Regrowth

Very strong

Early vigour

Strong

Protein

Excellent when grazed at 650-1000 mm high

Dry matter

Strong seasonal production

Soil temperature

16°C – 18°C for sowing

Tillering

Very high

Prussic acid

Similar to other BMR type sorghum x sudan
grasses
Dryland (300mm-450mm): 12-15 kg/ha

Suggested sowing rate

High rainfall (650mm+) 20-25 kg/ha
Irrigation (800mm+): 25-30 kg/ha

BMR Fuel® in Finley, NSW
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COWWPEA

Kalahari cowpea is a recently bred and developed
multi-purpose cowpea. It has a very strong spreading
growth habit and was selected for its high vegetative
dry matter production. It is an easy to establish crop
with high seedling vigour, wide adaption to soil types
and drought hardiness. Kalahari has proven to be very
palatable with a large leaf area and attractive dark
green foliage.

Product Profile
Enterprise Type

Beef, Sheep & Dairy

Growing season

Summer

Leaf size

Large

Suggested sowing rate

10-40 kg/ha

Rainfall/Irrigation

500mm+

“Kalahari cowpea has strong robust growth with high
forage yields, this is the plant that loves hot dry
periods of the year.”

» High quality summer finishing feed
» Indeterminant flowering, giving a long growing
season and improved grazing recovery
» Good tolerance to drought and heat stress
» Adapted to a wide ranges of soil types, from sands
to heavy well drained clays
» Great forage type with good regrowth potential
» Suitable for intercrop with maize, sorghum and
millets
» High levels of nitrogen fixation during growing
season

Jacob O'Brien - Tropical Product Development Manager

Kalahari cowpea in Winchendon Vale, NSW, 86 days after sowing.”

Need advice, quality & value - you need AusWest Seeds
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PEARL MILLET

Lawrence
pearl millet
Lawrence pearl millet is a high-quality summer annual
forage tropical grass that originates in sub-Saharan Africa.
Lawrence pearl millet is a dwarf to semi-dwarf plant type.
Traditionally grown in regions too hot and dry for maize
and sorghums, Lawrence pearl millet is probably the most
drought-resistant summer grain crop. Lawrence pearl millet
is best suited to sandy or light loams and moist but 		
well-drained soils. The crop has a high-temperature
requirement for growth and usually flowers from 40 to 55
days.

»
»
»
»
»
»

Fast to establish and first grazing in 6 to 8 weeks
High quality and very leafy with summer moisture
Suitable for grazing and hay production
Disease tolerant
Requires soil temps of 22 degrees plus for germination
No animal health issues, unlike sorghums
“Lawrence pearl millet is well accepted by stock and
stock are often found eating seed heads. High quality
feed tests showed to be superior to forage sorghums.
It is a particularly robust product to crop, being easy to
establish and east to manage with stock.”
Jacob O'Brien - Tropical Product Development Manager

Product Profile
Enterprise Type

Beef, Sheep, Dairy, Hay, Silage

Minimum rainfall

250mm+

Sowing rates (sown alone)

Marginal dryland 3 – 5 (kg/ha)
Favourable dryland 5 – 10 (kg/ha)
Irrigation/coastal 15 - 25 (kg/ha)

Sowing rates with legume

Marginal dryland 2 - 4 (kg/ha)
Favourable dryland 3 - 6 (kg/ha)
Irrigation/coastal 10-15 (kg/ha)

Time to first grazing

6-8 weeks

Lawrence pearl millet sown in Toowoomba, QLD in January 2020 began flowering
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LUCERNE

THE TITAN LUCERNE RANGE. PROVEN YIELDS AND PERSISTENCE
AusWest Seeds has got you covered with Titan lucernes, available in dormancy 5, 7 and 9.
Lucerne is a high yielding crop that performs across the seasons and has the persistence
required to keep delivering all year round.

• Winter active - available in dormancy 7 and 9
• Suited to dryland and irrigation
• Multi-purpose varieties for grazing and hay production
• Strong recovery from cutting and grazing

Need advice, quality & value - you need AusWest Seeds
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Sthn QLD & Nthn Rivers NSW

Ph: 0428 405 181

ptame@auswestseeds.com.au
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Brisbane
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Gold Coast
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Aaron Kemp

New England & Mid North Coast NSW
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akemp@auswestseeds.com.au
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Narrabri

Paul Sippel
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Hunter Valley & North West NSW

Armidale
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Ph: 0429 153 779

psippel@auswestseeds.com.au

Coonamble
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Gloucester

Mudgee
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Condoblin
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Aberdeen
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Forbes

Griffith

Greg Bramley
South East NSW

Ph: 0427 772 488
gbramley@auswestseeds.com.au

Central Coast

Sydney

Melissa Gooseman

Central & South West NSW

Ph: 0429 699 003

mgooseman@auswestseeds.com.au

Deniliquin

Wagga Wagga
Major Trial Sites
Depot Location

Bega

AusWest Seeds, 2-8 Tobias St, Forbes 2871
Customer Service: 1800 224 987
F: 1800 221 827
W: ausweststephenseeds.com.au
E: info@ausweststephenseeds.com.au
&

@auswestsps
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